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NOURISH THE MIND, FEED THE SOUL



THE NETWORK
November 2011
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
St. Andrew’s mission is to create a growing community of Christian faith where we worship through word and sacrament; recognize and experience God’s grace for all and are nourished to serve and minister to others.  Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vicar’s Column, November 2011
Yearning is something fundamental to our human experience. The positive side of yearning is that we’re admitting to a certain incompleteness in our lives, a particular “unfinished-ness”. Yearning helps us guard against complacency and self-satisfaction, and even alert us to a bit of arrogance. By acknowledging our frailties and showing our vulnerabilities, we are then stretching out for something or someone to complete it, or us.  Without yearnings, it wouldn’t seem possible to better ourselves, motivate ourselves, or will ourselves into change and growth.

However the negative side of yearning is that it can distract our attention away from finding satisfaction where we already are, divert us from finding wholeness in the ordinary, and encourage us to blow right past everyday things: everyday things that are  filled by miracles themselves. If our minds are focused on the extraordinary, we can easily neglect—even snidely look down upon—what is “in front of our very noses” and demanding attention. 

In any case, deep down we often can sense that in our yearnings for more money, or better career, or perfect relationship, a better family, more fun work colleagues or exotic places, we can sometimes overreach in our yearnings into what is nearly unattainable, or what could not ultimately satisfy us even if we did attain them.  That’s because soon after we would attain whatever we’ve been reaching for, the “new” becomes “regular”, the regular turns into “ordinary” and from that point on, “ordinary is that not far from that terrible “b” word: boring.  It often seems that the satisfaction is in the actually yearning itself and not the possessing of what we yearn for.

Maybe this is a sign that in the end, all our human yearnings are but a pale reflection of the deeper yearnings of ourselves for God. God is what we really want, but we fill our yearnings with just about everything but the kitchen sink—and GOD!  Perhaps a sign of spiritual maturity is simply accepting that we must reach for the unattainable stars and at the same time be happy for what we already have.  You probably are familiar with the famous quote from St. Augustine of Hippo, in his “Confessions”: “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts will never rest until they rest in you.” Meaning: you can fill your life with anything you want, and a whole bunch of it is probably really good stuff, and really important, even approaching necessary. 

As we all approach a season of seasons (Halloween, Thanksgiving, Advent Christmas and New Year’s) please remember that is OK to want more and better. God placed a desire in us to grow and better ourselves, perhaps even calling us to reach for the stars, and become better from the attempt.  But also keep in mind that our wantings and yearnings and desires…in the end…..are of dismal comparisons when stacked up against God.  In the end, they can never satisfy you completely, never quench all of that thirst or fill all of that hole. To keep trying to fill it with something other than God, can get expensive, compromising, or even dangerous.  Why settle for anything less than the best?
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Weekly Worship Schedule

Sunday           8:00 a.m.  Spoken Holy Eucharist

                      10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist

Wednesday    12:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist
Please help us with our liturgy on Sunday. We are asking that parishioners kindly wait to enter the nave (church) during Scripture readings, prayers and sermon until they are completed. Your help is greatly appreciated!
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Website updates: Information about the Pickerington Food Pantry has been added to  http://www.standrewspickerington.com
Fr. Paul’s E-News page on the website will be redesigned within the next few weeks.  We are still looking for Children’s Artwork and Youth Group items for the website, which can be poetry, pictures they have drawn, photos of Sunday School classes, etc.

Kevin Blest & Richard Hollinger
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Pickerington Food Pantry:

November 1st-5th These items are needed the most:

Baked Beans

Pancake mix & Syrup

Diced Tomatoes

Black Beans

Tuna

Canned meats

Pineapple

Chunky Soups

Ramen Noodle Soups

Mixed Vegetables. 

Canned Green Beans are NOT needed – overstocked at the Food Pantry.

Donations can be dropped off at: BJ’s Bouquets, David Beckham Photography, Deblin Design, The Hair Boutique, Haywood Law, Hoagland Brothers Guitar Shoppe, MMA Insurance, Pickerington Chamber of Commerce, Pickerington City Hall, Pickerington Development Services, Pickerington Police Department, Pickerington Public Library, Serenity Salon, State Farm Insurance, Violet Township Administration Office, Village Crepe, and Violet Township Fire Stations #591 & 592
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Volunteers Needed:
Acolytes:  St. Andrew’s has a STRONG need for Acolytes at this time.  Currently, we only have 6 Acolytes on the schedule.  Adults and children in 5th grade or above are more than welcome to volunteer.  Please contact Fr. Paul if you are interested.
Altar Guild: We could use more volunteers on the Altar guild. The Altar Guild is the ministry of preparing and maintaining the vessels and vestments used at the Altar. For more information, please contact Tina Trim.

Bread Bakers:  More bread bakers are needed – we have changed to a 2-week rotation, instead of a month-rotation.   It’s a very simple recipe.  Please contact kevinblest@yahoo.com for more information. 

Greeters/Ushers: People who welcome and assist parishioners and visitors to the Church for services.  Please contact kevinblest@yahoo.com for more information
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St. Andrew’s Facebook page:

St. Andrew’s Facebook page has been deactivated.  The Facebook page was not being updated on a consistent basis, and nobody knew who was moderating it.  We would LOVE to get the page back up and running, but we need a Facebook Page Manager.  We would also be co-moderators (posting photos that we have been sent for the newsletter).  What the Facebook Page Manager would be mostly responsible for is updating the status message and making sure the News Feed posts are appropriate for a “Church” page.  If interested, please contact us at standnewsletter@yahoo.com 

Thank you.  Kevin Blest & Richard Hollinger
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Family Photo Wall:

If your photo is not on the wall in the Parish Hall and you would like it to be, please contact Julie Czapla to arrange a time to have your picture taken, or if you already have a photo that you would like posted on the wall, please give the photo to Fr. Paul.
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News from the Stewardship Chair:

The new Mission and Ministry Commitment Period began on October 1, 2011. Thanks to everyone for their faithful giving to St. Andrew's of your time, talent and treasure!  The third quarter reports were mailed last week. If you have any questions, please email or call me. Blessings, Kathy Andres KDAndres257@msn.com or 614-352-4947.
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News from the Knitting Ministry:

The Knitting Ministry of St. Andrew’s quietly continues its work by providing items such as handmade prayer shawls to so many in our parish and beyond.  Please consider being a part of this vital ministry.  Even if you don’t know how to knit, that’s okay – we will teach you.  Please see Joan Deisler for more information.

[image: image10.wmf]
Happy Birthday to:

John Segelken 11/2

Scott Lewis 11/10

Thomas Yang 11/12

Lorrie Stanger 11/12

Jarrod Leffler 11/28
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Dates to Remember:
November 6th – All Saint’s Day – we honor those who have passed to life eternal since November 2010, and we remember those who have passed to life eternal before November 2010.
November 11th-12th – Diocese of Southern Ohio Convention in Dayton

November 27th – Coffee Hour will be Thanksgiving Leftover Day – Bring in what you have too much of and share with the Congregation!

December 10th – Annual Cookie Sale!!
December 25th – No 8am service – more details will be on the website and in the bulletin when schedules are finalized for the Pageant and Midnight services.  Information will also be sent out via e-mail blast.
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Financial Peace University:

The next session is starting – it will be every Monday at 6:30pm – Leader is Kathy Andres.  If you are interested, please e-mail the Church Office (church.office2@gmail.com).  There are a few spots left, so please contact the Church Office if you are interested.
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Arts Sundays:

Starting soon, there will be Arts Sundays, which will include preparation for Advent in the Parish as well as the Family Christmas Eve Worship Service.  Keep an eye on the bulletins and the website http://www.standrewspickerington.com for updates.
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Foyer Groups:
The first group has already been formed and if you would like more information, please look on the table in the Narthex or contact Susanne Steffensen.  Thank you.
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Youth Retreats:
Procter Reunion – Sunday November 20th from 3pm-5pm – The reunion will be held at Christ Church Cathedral located at 318 E. 4th St in Cincinnati, OH 45202. If you are interested, e-mail youth@diosohio.org or visit http://youth.diosohio.org/digital_faith/events for more information
Genesis 9 – December 9-11th, 2011 – a junior high retreat, and the cost is $35

Winter Outreach Youth Overnight - January 28-29, 2012 at the Church of the Redeemer, 2944 Erie Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45208, for Grades 6-12

http://youth.diosohio.org/digital_faith/events for more information.  Registration Deadline: January 22, 2012

Exodus 9 – March 30th-April 1st 2012 – a senior high retreat

More information can be found on http://youth.diosohio.org/
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Recycling News:

                        Annual Report for 2011
Month Name          Tons   Total

January                    0.89    4.45

February                  0.91    4.55

March                      1.43    7.15

April                        1.05    5.25
May                           .88    4.40
June                         1.04    5.20
July                            .97    4.85

August                       .57    2.85

September               1.27    6.35

Total:                       9.01  $45.05  

C’mon, we can do better than that!
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Mission Council Minutes:

September 18th, 2011
Present:

Vicar Fr. Paul Williams

Senior Warden Debi Chakeres

Council Member/Treasurer Louise Young

Minister of Music/Parish Administrator Lucas Weiss

Council Clerk Janet Lewis

Council Members: Rob Barr, Tunney Lee King, John Segelken and Andy Taylor

Stewardship Chair Kathy Andres

Absent:

Jr. Warden Gayland Trim

Financial Secretary Tim Vaughan

Council Member Joe Cessna

The meeting opened with prayer led by Fr. Paul at 12:30 p.m.

Minutes:  Tunney Lee King provided minutes of the August, 2011 meeting.  These were read and approved as written.  Debi Chakeres provided the motion to approve and Louise Young provided the 2nd to that motion.  All voted in favor.

Stewardship: Kathy Andres provided a comprehensive report to the Council on the Stewardship process.   She reported that 80 pledge cards were distributed.  To date, 62 cards have been returned.  Of those 62, 57 were pledges.  She reported also that 22 of the 57 are new pledges.  The total pledged for 2012—to date—is approximately 23% more than was pledged for 2011.  The total dollar amount pledged for 2012 is, to date, $109,092.00 as contrasted with the total pledged for 2011 of $86,552.00. Her full report is available.  Contact Janet Lewis for that report.  

Discussion followed about the process of stewardship.  New steps will include providing an update of pledge information regularly, providing quarterly reports and keeping the parish informed regularly about our finances.  Our focus should continue to develop the principle that giving is a form of discipleship and that we have the opportunity and duty to be good stewards of what we are given.  Kathy suggested (requested) that the Mission Council provide a line item in our budget for the purpose of Stewardship.  The cost of this year’s campaign was $42.00 per family.  While no figure was established the discussion about this specific topic was supportive of her idea. 

Treasurer’s Report: Louise Young provided a report on the mission’s finances from 01/01/2011-09/20/2011.  We have completed the process of constructing financial reports.  The Council recommended that we begin the process of regularly transferring funds to savings.  We will begin with a regular transfer to savings of $500.00 per month.  This amount will continue to be available to pay bills and provide financial support for mission priorities as needed.  The Council believes, though, that a regular pattern of savings is desirable.  The complete report is available.  Contact Janet Lewis to receive a copy.   

Discussions with the Diocese /Update:  Debi Chakeres and Fr. Paul Williams spoke about the process of discussion with the Diocese toward the goal of bringing Fr. Paul and Lucas Weiss to full time status with the parish.  The process involves the Diocese because we will need our obligation to pay our mortgage (held by the Diocese) restructured to achieve our goal.  These talks are currently scheduled to occur in mid-October.
Christian Education: This year’s program began successfully.   The education group will continue to meet and will provide the Council with regular reports on the progress of our Christian Education program.

Building/Grounds:  This report was deferred until the October, 2011 meeting.

 Common Ministry:  John Segelken spoke about his experience at the initial meeting of this Diocesan program.  He shared his thoughts on the possibilities along with the uncertainties inherent in this process.  He (and the others who are directly involved) will continue to share with the Parish as this program progresses.  

The meeting closed with prayer at approximately 1:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted:  

Janet Lewis

Council Clerk
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Message from the Dohn’s:
For those of you who are not aware, Anita and Michael Dohn are physicians serving as SAMS missionaries with La Iglesia Episcopal Dominicana at the diocesan Clínica Esperanza y Caridad. They live along the southern coast in San Pedro de Macorís in the Dominican Republic.  They try to send updates on a monthly basis whenever possible.  Here is their October message:

Civil Engineering

 

Health promoters meeting in Hoyo del Toro (a smaller, rural community) identified flooding as the major current health priority. It was the middle of hurricane season (daily rains and frequent thunderstorms). All the water seemed to be collecting in one low-lying area. Houses flooded, the water deposited silt everywhere, standing water developed (with an increase in mosquitos), and sometimes latrines flooded and overflowed. Not to mention the dirt streets turning to mud.

The heath promoters kept the messages circulating about using purified water for consumption and about good hand washing technique, but there is a limit to how much that accomplishes under these circumstances. 

The discussions at the meeting revolved around various suggestions to divert the water to avoid its pooling in the low-lying area. Essentially, they were trying to design a storm-water drainage system without the benefit of civil engineering, a system that they could construct using hand tools available in the community. 

I was reminded of the visit several years ago by the sub-director for the Caribbean Region from USAID (United States Agency for International Development). It was an official visit with many USAID and embassy staff following along while the sub-director and I walked around a different rural community.

Mostly he wanted to talk about his church and how Anita and I became missionaries. When I asked if he wanted to know about the community, he said, “Not particularly. I can see that they are doing the best that they can with their own resources and on their own initiative in circumstances where their government either can’t or won’t provide the basic services for people.” 

We trained the group in Hoyo del Toro to be health promoters, not civil engineers. However, they are now organizing work teams to dig diversion ditches around their community. They are trying the best they can with the resources available. At least (thanks to all who support this mission) that community has that group of health promoters as a resource it can count on.

 

Keep praying, Michael 
[image: image19.wmf]
Community Page

This page will be used for announcing anything community related, not necessarily church-related.

Guitar Lessons:
Bill Barker is volunteering to give guitar lessons on Wednesday at 6pm for about a half-hour at St. Andrew’s.  The cost is $10 a session.  For more information, please contact Bill Barker at 614-920-9316.

Episcopal Relief and Development program: Netsforlife – Healing a hurting world

If your next door neighbor or family member was dying and you have the means to do something. Would you? I bet you would. What if it is someone you don’t know, would you help? I bet you would too. Most human beings are honest and decent people, willing to help people in need. Sometimes, we can only watch helplessly as a loved one is taken away from us in an untimely fashion. But here is an opportunity to do something.

Fact: Nearly one million (1,000,000) people die yearly of Malaria fever

Fact: Approximately 3.3 billion (yes, billion with a “B”) people live in areas where Malaria is a constant threat.

Fact: 90 per cent of all malaria death occur in Africa

Fact: Most of these deaths are children under five years of age.

Fact: Malaria can be cured with prompt diagnosis and proper treatment but most people who are affected have no access to proper healthcare.

This is where we as God-loving Episcopalians come in. This is an instance we can help to prevent unnecessary death. This is one area we don’t have to stand by helplessly, while people die. Netsforlife is a program where the Episcopal Relief and Development partners with other organizations to eradicate malaria. Yes, prevention is key but Netforlife  cannot do it alone.  The goal is to deliver seven million nets over three years to people in areas where the disease is prevalent.

Malaria is a mosquito-borne disease that kills over 3000 people every day. If this was to happen in the US, this would be a pandemic. There would be general panic and people would want something done about it. Yet, we go about our own way, unaware of the vast number of people who die every day, every year from this terrible but preventable disease.

To learn more about Netsforlife, please visit  http://www.netsforlifeafrica.org/ . A little goes a long way.
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Job Seekers & Networking:

Connecting People and Jobs

By Richelle Thompson

This forum is designed to allow job-seekers and employers to connect. Job seekers are encouraged to post 2-3 paragraphs about their skills and the type of jobs they are seeking. Include an e-mail in the text of your comments so a potential employer has contact information. Employers: Post job openings here -- or share information about employment opportunities.

Job Blog: see Diocesan Website  http://www.diosohio.org/What we do/jobsnetworking.html 
Quick Reminders:
The Outreach Program – we still need school supplies – please try to bring them to Church.  The boxes may be collected within the next couple weeks.  The list of school supplies needed, and what has already been collected, can be found on St. Andrew’s website at http://www.standrewspickerington.com/Outreach.html
E-mail list:
Currently, we send out the newsletter and several announcements during the week via e-mail.  If you are currently getting the newsletter via e-mail, and would prefer getting a printed copy, please let us know so we can make sure your name gets on the mailing list for a printed copy.  Now is the time to make the change before the holidays arrive.  Send us a quick e-mail at standnewsletter@yahoo.com  if you would prefer getting a printed copy of the newsletter.  Thank you.  Richard Hollinger & Kevin Blest
From Kevin Blest & Richard Hollinger (the Communications Committee):
We would like to wish everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving! 

For those who will be going out of town, SAFE TRAVELS!
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